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Die Martis g* February, 1795. 


ORDERED, 


By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parlia-- 
ment aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Houſe, be, and are hereby given to the Lord 
Biſhop of Peterborough, for the Sermon by 
him preached before this Houſe on. Friday 
laſt, in the Abbey Church, Weſtminſter ; 
and he is hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame to; 
be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


GEORGE ROSE, Cler. Parliamentor. 


SERMON, &c. 


ROMANS xili. I. 


LET EVERY SOUL BE $UBJECET TO THE HIGHER POWERS, 
FOR THERE IS NO POWER BUT OF GOD: THE POWERS 
THAT BE ARE ORDAINED OF GOD. 


HE occaſion of this day's ſolemnity (I am well aware) 

has ſometimes provoked an intemperate zeal, and even 

falſe principles of government, from the advocates of mo- 
marchy, as well as its opponents. Aſhamed of the diſ- 
grace, and ſhocked at the guilt of that occaſion (eſpecially 
at the period which ſoon happily ſucceeded in the reſtora- 
tion of a King) it was natural for men to feel the paſt 
outrage with acuteneſs, and to argue againſt it without 
due moderation, Their allegiance, ſo forcibly and ſo un- 
naturally thrown afide, was ſeen to return with a pro- 
B |  portionate 
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portionate degree of eagerneſs, and their generous impa- 
tience to aſſert and re-eſtabliſh the violated rights of their 
Sovereign, added to the long prevalence of habits too 
favourable to the claims of arbitrary power, became ſome- 
times directed to the defence of doctrines which cannot be 
too ſtrongly condemned; the warmth of party ſpirit and 
the violence of hereditary prejudice have been found un- 
| happily to contaminate with political poiſon even that pure 
channel of religious inſtruction which is excluſively in- 
truſted in this place to the Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace. 
At the fame time we cannot but obſerve how frequently 
and forcibly the importance of ſecular authority and civil 
ſubordination is inculcated in Holy Writ ; and therefore it 
it is fair to infer, that it by no means militates againſt the 
duties, or derogates from the character of a Chriſtian Mi- 
niſter, to canvaſs occaſionally the ſeveral obligations of civil 
life, with the nature and the intereſts of that union ſub- 
fiſting between a Prince and his people. Nay it muſt be 
obvious, that the great ends of ſociety, in a religious point 
of view, will be very materially promoted by a ſucceſsful 
recommendation of thoſe rules of conduct and that ſyſtem 
-of duty, to-which we are * to conform on principles 
of ee expediency. 

It ſhall therefore be the object of my preſent Diſcourſe 


'—not indeed to offer any pwnd declamation againſt the 
: | furious 
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furious paſſions of mankind (lamenting however their 
iniquitous effects in the hiſtory of this day, © a day of 
«© mourning, lamentation and woe“) not indeed to utter 
an unqualified abuſe againſt the Actors in that Tragedy 
which we now ſo juſtly deplore, or to point out he exceffve 
guilt of an offence, which at a/ times cannot but be ſeen 
with horror by the meek eye of Religion, and felt with 
indignation by the warm heart of Loyalty—but rather to 
deduce ſome appoſite remarks from that unhappy tranſ- 
action, for the guidance of our own conduct. And per- 
haps I cannot better enforce a practical obſervance of the 
precept contained in my text, than by obſerving in par- 
ticular, how much our duties become gradually neglected, 
if not fatally forgotten, even by the honeſt and well- 
meaning part of the community, whenever they unthink- 
ingly connect themſelves with men of a ſeditious or diſ- 
affected temper. Rather let us ſay with the dying Patriarch 
of old, O my ſoul come not thou into their ſecret, unto 
« their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united. 
would briefly obſerve with a more direct attention to the 
words of the text, that nothing but a wiful miſrepreſenta- 
tion of their meaning can render an explanation neceſſary. 
No liberal or candid Commentator would require me to tell 
you in expreſs terms (what the common ſenſe and feelings 
of every individual cannot fail to ſupply) that it by no 

B 2 means 


141 
means enjoins an abject ſubmiſſion to every ſpecies of 
power, whether legally or illegally appointed, which an 
arbitrary governour may think proper to arrogate, and may 
daringly preſume to exert but that it merely intends a 
dutiful reſpe& and obedience to our civil ſuperiors, in all 
things /awful and honeſt, in all things not injurious to the 
eſſential rights of mankind, or repugnant to the laws of 
God. Is not this (as has been well obſerved) ſufficiently 
enforced by the example of Daniel, when acting in defiance 
of the proud mandate of Darius ? Is not this ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed by the conduct of thoſe pious Jews who braved 
the fury of the hotteſt furnace, and dared the utmoſt in- 
dignation of a blaſphemous tyrant ? Is not this moſt clearly 
and fully explained by that expreſs declaration of St. Peter 
and of the other Apoſtles, when brought before the Jewiſh 
Council, and threatened with even death itſelf by the 
haughty members of the Sanhedrim ? “ We ought,” faid 
Peter and thoſe other Apoſtles, © to obey God rather than 
“ man.” 

Is it then a poſſible miſtake, in this enlightened age, 
and ſtill more eſpecially in this enlightened nation, where 
the prerogative of Princes and the liberty of ſubjects are 
at once ſo ably guarded and fo fully aſcertained—Is it then 
a poſſibe miſtake, that a Sind, implicit, and unlimited ſub- 
jection to any caſual, unlawful, or arbitrary poſſeſſor of 

the 


* 
the ſeat of power, ſhould ever be propoſed as a precept of 


the Goſpel ; or inculcated, as ſucb, by any of its Miniſters?“ 
For my own part, I reprobate the idea whilſt I deſpiſe the 
infinuation. No man can be required to be ted that the 
utmoſt intention of the text, and of all ſimilar paſſages in 


Scripture, whenever they occur, can only be adduced. or 


intended in ſupport of ju/ authority, and for the enforce- 


ment of a proper ſubordination and obedience. 


That the perſons of Kings ought to be revered with all due 
ſubmiſſion, and that we can never be juſtified in making any 
attempts upon their lives, is a poſition unqueſtionably true, 
and ever to be maintained with zeal and firmneſs; but then- 
it by no means follows as a conſequence {as ſome have ab- 
ſurdly and ignorantly inferred) that it is likewiſe criminal 
to oppoſe any of their meaſures, however arbitrary or 
illegal, however contrary to and deſtructive of the well- 
being of their people—for when a country is once brought 
to the brink of ruin by mal-adminiſtration, either through. 


the weakneſs or wickedneſs of a King, however ſacred and 


inviolable his perſon is, and ought to be held, yet ſurely 
His ruinous and deſtructive meaſutes may be oppoſed and 
over-ruled, conſiſtently with all laws, natural and divine; 
or elſe, how are thoſe principles to be defended on which 
our glorious Revolution itſelf was wrought by his Majeſty 


King William the third, and on which our preſent happy 


eſtabliſhment . 
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eſtabliſhment is founded? Still we muſt allow, that in the 
ſeveral hiſtorical relations of human affairs delivered down 
to us through a long ſeries of ages, it plainly appears, that 
from the very firſt eſtabliſhment of any Magiſtrate or Su- 
preme Governor over the multitude, Kings were ever looked 
upon with peculiar are and veneration, were conſtantly 
held in the higheſt degree of eſtimation and honour—they 
were univerſally approached by their ſubjects with tokens 
of the moſt profound humility, with every poſſible mark 
of 'outward reſpect as well as inward reverence—their per- 
ſons were generally deemed ſacred and inviolable—nay, to 
ſuch an enormous height (or rather I ſhould ſay to ſuch an 
extravagance of folly) was this very idea carried amongſt 
ſome blind and infatuated nations of the Heathen World, 
that they actually proceeded fo far, as to cauſe even divine 
honours'to be paid them. No, however abſurd, wrong, 
nay impious this notion might be, however blameable ſuch 
an exceſs of humiliation from man to man, nevertheleſs, 
upon our conſulting the revealed Will of God, we ſhall 
eaſily perceive, that all who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians 
are required to demean themſelves towards thoſe WhO 
are ſet in authority over them” with the utmoſt humi- 
lity, as well as the higheſt reſpect, both in their words 
and actions. The very ſame ſentence that binds it upon 
our conſcience © to fear God” at the ſame time equally 
ODE ts commands 
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commands it as our duty to honour the King.“ With 
reſpect to our allegiance here, St. Paul plainly and ſufficiently 
inſtructs us, Let every ſoul,” let Every member of a 
community, ** be ſubject to the higher powers, to the 
lawful and appointed governors.—Here then is the rule, — 
neither is there any thing contained in this rule which 
reaſon does not dictate and policy demand ; but when the 
Apoſtle gives us the ground of this ſubjection, “There is 
** no power but of God,” the text is indeed very awful 
and emphatical. Men, in a ſtate of mere reaſon (or what 
is called reaſon by themſelves) are found, from hiſtory and 
experience, to argue that public power is a thing ſo abſo- 
lutely of their own creation, that they may annihilate and 
deſtroy it at pleaſure ; every flight diſſatisfaction is then a 
N plea ſufficient for all ſuch reaſoners to re, and the practice 
founded on an argument ſo falſe, but alas ! ſo palatable to 
the pride of the weak, and ſo convenient to the views of 
the ambitious or the turbulent, is alike fatal to all private 
ſecurity and all public proſperity ! Every good man, every 
peaceable citizen, every pious Chriſtian, cannot but de- 
plore and reprobate ſuch a ſhameful abuſe of reaſon, ſuch 
a miſtaken inference; “ Rulers (he will fay with the 
. Apoſtle) are not a terror to good works, but to the evil; 
-4 they are for the puniſhment of wicked doers, but for the 
4 praiſe (and protection) of them that do well.” He will 
8 | conſider 
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conſider government or power (according to what St. Paul 
terms it) © an ordinance of God, the Miniſter of God to 
*« thee for good, if thou do that which is good; but the 
<< Miniſter of God, an avenger to execute wrath upon him 
* that doeth evil; wherefore we muſt needs be ſubject not 
only for wrath but alſo for conſcience ſake.” Is obedience 
then (it may be aſked) to the Civil Magiſtrate, and conſe- 
quently are public peace and happineſs, which are ſo inti- 
mately connected with that obedience, ſecured and promoted 
upon principles of mere reaſon, and not further enforced 
by the argument ſuggeſted by the Scriptures? Does Chriſ- 
tianity lay no additional obligations upon ſubjects; as alſo 
upon Magiſtrates, to perform reſpectively their important 
duties? It is ſurely of /ome value to underſtand the true 
end of ſo material an inſtitution, the Future as well as the 
preſent purpoſes of government. Policy and reflection 
indeed could enable the firſt law-givers of each Heathen 
State, to bind the hands and reſtrain the conduct of unruly 
individuals, but Chriſtianity goes much farther, it takes in 
a much-/arger compaſs of action, it affects the heart, (the 

root or ſpring of all action) and conſequently gains a much 


firmer and more durable hold. 

We perceive then, I truſt, that there is ſomething in 
the Chriſtian precepts reſpecting our obedience to the higher 
powers of a peculiar and appropriate excellence : that there 
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5 really a far greater pelleclon f in Chriſtian than In Pagan 
"prificipte# of megiance and that, con que n ir in public 
Ace 0 private” point of view, our moſt Holy Religion 
15 'reptek e with the richeft und choceſt bleflings: * 
That government ftöm the firſt inſtitution of it amongſt 
"mankin c Ah: mee for the ſecurity and hap- 
Pineſs of the people, and is therefore to be held in the 
"higheſt reverence, to be 'evet* eſteemed a moſt in valuable 
"bleffing, 'i is, 1 believe, a point 0 oniverfally agreed upon, 
"that i. would be found perhaps one of the greateft diffi- 
—eulties 0 the word, ta meet with any individual ſubject 
"of i it, either abfürd or obſtinate enough, to make it a 
matter of diſputation or argument. Any one ſtate left to 
itself to float at all adventures, without due otder or juſtice 
"to guide and regulate” its ſeveral parts, could not but ex- 
hibit to every ſetious and reflecting mind a ſcene” of the 
utmoſt wretchedneſs and miſety ; where property has ne 
: friendly hand to to protect her, where alas! on the contrary, 
the lies open and expoſed to the rapacious graſp of every 
bold invader, where the very lives of men are equally in- 
"ſecure with their poſſeſions where each particular perſon 
follows, without reſtraint, the bent of his own rude in- 
clinations (however cruel and injurious to his neighbours) 
n 1 thereby becomes inſtead of a friend to ſociety (as he 
was 1 intended to be by the God of all order, the 
C | Divine 
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Divine Source of Benevolence and Love) the autlior of alt 
violence, and the moſt inveterate enemy to his fellow- 
creatures. The eomplicated miſeries of ſuch a comfortleſs 
and forlorn ſtate as this, ſoon. occurred to the notice of the 
very earlieſt ages, and immediately engaged. the attention. 
of mankind. They were of courſe, and as it were nece/- 
farily led, to form. themſelves into regular and well-ordered 
ſocicties, and to ſelect thoſe from among the generality, in I 
whom they could obſerve any peculiar eminence, cither. of 
mental ability, or. of virtuous practice, in whoſe hands, 
and. under whoſe guidance and directions, they might 
ſecurely lodge their beſt and deareſt intereſts, and conſe- 
quently, whoſe government. over. them. they acknowledged 
With confidence, and ſubmitted to with chearfulneſs. F rom 
hence a degree of order and civilization prevailed among 
the families. and nations, of the world, and ſo far ſhed its 
bleſſed influence aver the ſons of men, as not anly to diſ- 
4 arm them of their former ſavageneſs and brutality towards 
eich other, but even to lead them on to the guardianſhip 
and protection of the weak and helpleſs part of the com- 
munity, againſt the. violence of the bold and e. | 
againſt the fury, of the oppreſſor. 
The true end of government is then confeſſedly the 
general welfare and happineſs of the people, and if any 
| Nung can be wanting to point out its ineſtimable value, 
and 


t a 1 


and that train of bleſſings and comforts which are moſt 
aſſuredlj its conſtant attendants, we have only to turn our 
eyes for a while towards thoſe ſtates here anarchy and 
confuſion prevail, of which we have a ſtriking, and a no 
leſs melancholy inſtance, in the preſent ſituation of the 
French nation. With this in view, ſurely the diſtinguiſhed 
bleſſings of a regular and well-eſtabliſhed government, 
wherein wholeſome and good laws are duly and impartially 
executed (the true end and deſign of which is to promote 
the intereſts and ſecure the happineſs of the community in 
general) cannot fail to excite more and more our admi- 
ration, and inflame our love ſeeing, that to rh, we are 
indebted for the ſecurity of our perſons and our property; 
without this, our ſtrongeſt dependences are built but on a 
ſandy foundation, and are continually liable to diflolution ; 
hereby, the daring encroachments of the proud are hap- 
pily checked and reſtrained, and, however menacing and 
deſperate their inclinations may appear, ſtill, nevertheleſs, 
their “ mouth is held, as it were, with a a bridle, and the 
« wicked dare not approach to hurt us ; however head- 
ſtrong and inflated with inſolence they may ſhew them- 
| ſelves, till are they obliged to ſtart back, and ſhrink from 
any invaſion of thoſe rights and privileges which we have 
in common with themſelves. Thus, every member of the 


community is equally at full liberty to enjoy his on (be | 


G2 it 
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de it little or r much) an and * to rejoice | in the fruit of kits 
« labors,” without fear of moleſtation or hindrance from 
any quarter ; ; free from the arbitrary injunctious of deſpotic 
rule, no longer trembling under the iron hand of lawleſs 2 
power, as a member of the ſtate ſecured from the yoke of 
civil tyranny, as a member of the church protected in che 
free exerciſc of bis religious ſentiments" and principles. 
Such are the ineſtimable bleflings, arid ſubſtantial privileges 
arifing from the due adrhiniſtration' of every legal govern- 
ment; where the interefts of the Monarch on the throne, 
and the people over whom he is the appointed Magiſtrate, 
are but one and "the eme; where there ſubſiſts a a reciprocal 
tie and obligation upon each, to deviſe and promote their 


1 mutual welfare and happineſs; ; where tender ſolicitude and 


ois. 7 81100 7 

generous betete on the one part, gives the ſtrongeſt 
claim to love, a. aud obedience 0 on the other. But 
there En be little Gagen to ſay 3 any thing further upan 


1 lens happitels of a 4 peo! opte, "who are living under 


MIE bind. 
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ch a fate as is | ere eke ; the more we ſearch i into 
od examine all its different Parts, the more ardent mutt 
beo our r love and adwiration of i at," —no kee can N 1 
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8 and precious H Gür elinatths: tö attach us daily mort 
and more to the belt and wiſeſt conſtitution in the world; 
which, though often endangered through the vile-artifices- 
and wicked defigns of factious men, has notwithilanding 
(bleſſed be God for it !) been as often wonderfully delivered 
and preſerved to us, by ſignal marks: and ititerpoſitiotis of 
his over- ruling Providence, and which, we ſtill Bimbly 
hope and firmly truſt, ſtrongly relying on the ſame powerful 
means of protection, will be continued to us in all its: 
genuine ſtrength and vigour under the mild and gracibus 
government of a Prince, whoſe natural diſpoſition” (as ap- 
pears from the very beginning of his reigt. oer us) was 
more particularly formed and calculated. to render us a 
happy people, and who has made it 4 conſtant and in- 
variable rule of his adminiſtration, to exhibit himſelf rather- 
in the light, and under the character, of our Pather and . 
Guardian, than of our King and Governbr:. 

It being then ſufficiently clear, that goveriithetit is not 
only convenient and comfortable, but indeed abſolutely; | 
neceſſary for the welfare and happineſs of mankind. in 
general, and that our oon government in. particular (ſo- 
finely conſtituted as-it is, 15 nicely poizedand wWiſclyadjuſted 
in every part) is | replete with bleflings. and advantages 
beyond all compariſon, it cannot but afford us the deepeſt. 


concern, whenſoever we Bek back to thoſe dark. tines, 
vrhen: 
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when the unfortunate Monarch (whoſe cruel ſufferings and 
foul. murder we this day cammemorate with mourning and 
weeping) wielded the ſceptre of his anceſtors—for, not- 
withſtanding all our partiality to him as a man, whole 
Private. virtues were numerous and great, and who, in 
many inſtances of the moſt ſerious importance, ſhone forth 
an eminent and bright example to the world, yet ſurely we 
can never be ſo blind to his failings and imperfections, as 
not readily to admit, that in ſome oer inſtances he ſhewed 


himſelf too fatally diſpoſed to violate the rights and privi- 
leges of his ſubjects beyond what they could well bear. 


Inſtances of this kind are ſo very well known, and have 
been ſo frequently appealed to and allowed in former Diſ- 
courſes from this place, that it would be needleſs and im- 
| pertinent to repeat them. And yet however culpable in 
theſe reſpects the conduct of the Royal Martyr may have 
been, ſurely every fair and candid mind will naturally be 
led to make great allowances in his favour ; ;—lurely, if we 
will but give ourſelves time to reflect, duly and properly, 
on thaſe firſt principles and habits into which he was 
initiated from his earlieſt infancy, and thoſe ſtrong examples 
he had continually and ſo forcibly preſenting themſelves to 
his view, of arbitrary and deſpotic ſway, in ſeveral of his 
predeceſſors on the throne (whoſe hiſtory abundantly i in- 
forms us, how prone they were, how fatally inclined to 


make 
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make their own will the Jaw) can we be ſurprized that be 
alſo ſhould be diſpoſed (too frequently alas I) to tread in 
the fame deſtructive ſteps ? This was certainly but natural, 
it was indeed almoſt unavoidable. Add to this, that we: 
know from the volume of all hiſtory, there are too often 
thoſe to be ſeen encompaſſing the throne, who merely from 
baſe. and degenerate views of their owr private intereſts, . 
from an eager thirſt after the attainment of either wealth, 
or honours, almoſt. at any rate or price, are ever ready to 
miſlead, and ſeduce a Prince from the plain path of his. 
duty towards thoſe over whom he is tlie appointed Go- 
vernour, to buoy him up in the purſuit of wrong and: 
k RG meaſures, and finally to 3 him to ne 
ruin. 

However, notwithflkndaig the ſeveral falſe 2 which 
this ill-fated Monarch was led into, through miſ-conceived: 
notions of kingly power, and the many grievous errors of 
his government, what degree of criminality, conſidering 
all circumſtances, fairly and impartially, can, after all, be 
imputed to him, in compariſon with that which may with 
much more propriety and juſtice be attributed to thoſe, 
who, after refuſing to accept all his conceſſions (however 
humiliating to Himſelf, however grating and repugnant to 
his own private feelings) in favour of his ſubjects, ſtill 
treated him with ſuch a barbarous degree of ienominy and 

1 contempt;. 


N 16 J 
opt. pt. With ſuch 3 an e Gies os bitter hard- 
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very, lifes, never. yithbeld 7 APO hands "From | per- 


ſecutian, till they had actually deprived. him of it. A 
tragical event of the ame fan guinary com plexion (too 
horrible 40 dwell upon) we have lived to ſee accom pliſhed 


Pa ow 


in a neigbbouring country, With (if poſlible) | accumulated 
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Segrecs. of; brutal, favageneſs and barbarity—Are we led to 


* - — * 


inquire what is become of the chief actors i in chis dreadful 


ſcene? Beholg them all (as. it ſeems by 2 very! remarkable 
- Providence). ſwept. off, from the face of the carth almoſt 


man! „ Rightzous, art; thou, O Lord, and _uprighr 
are thy judgments,” PL..cxix.,137. * For the work of 
a man ſhall he render unto him, and cauſe every man to 
ind according to, his ways.” Job xxxiv. 11. Ven- 
Ji geance in Mine, & will repay, faith the Lord. 2 Rom. 


Xii. 19. Es | Woes 


I come now to apply, in * Ei what bas been thus 
1 as an appoſite and uſeful method of enſorcing that 
duty w hich the text enjoins.—1 ſhall briefly, but earneſtly, 
exhort you to a cautious and A temperate line of public 
conduct; that the, fad. experience of this day may at 4 
times effectually ſecure us from hazarding thoſe bleflings 


>which- we now ſo happily enjoy! That we never may 
| expoſe 


( 7 1 
expoſe to the violence of an open invader, or to the artifice 
and machinations of a ſecret enemy, the invaluable treaſure 
of our civil and religious liberty! Could the miſtaken 
abettors of that rebellion which ended in the guilty tranſ- 
action of this day, have foreſeen from the beginning the 

whole ſcope and conſequence of their proceedings, could 

they when they firſt eſpied © the little cloud,” as it were, 
«* ariſing from the ſea like a man's hand,” could they have 
foreſeen at that time what winds and ſtorms were thence- 
forth gathering,—could they have embraced at one view, 
the confuſion of a long war, the deſolation of a flouriſhing 
kingdom, and the ſhock experienced by the ſacred Temple 
of Religion ;—could they have been then convinced that 
the meaſures which they fatally purſued would naturally 
terminate in the total loſs of their civil rights, that the 
intire frame of the government would be of courfe dread- 
fully ſhattered and at length deſtroyed ; that the wiſe and 
wholeſome conſtitution of Parliaments would be utterly 
overthrown ;—could they have foreknown that their 700 
«violent reſiſtance againſt their lawful Prince would have 
rendered them flaves to an unlawful Deſpot—that the 
weapons entruſted to a band of mercenary men would be 
finally pointed againſt themſelves—ſurely ſuch a train of 

evils, ſuch a dreadful ſcene of miſeries and of puniſhments, 
would have had its due effect in preventing the commence- 
| D | ment 


(18 ] 
ment of that conflagration which rages ſo ſuddenly ſuperior 


to all controul ! 

Happily for vs at his day, aur duty is as eaſy as it is 
indiſpenſable ! Nevertheleſs, we cannot be too often cau- 
' tioned, as well from the reaſon and experience of that duty, 
as from the groſs violation of it which former times have 
ſeen (to ſay nothing of the factious temper of many living 
individuals) we cannot be too often cautioned againſt the 
poiſon of ſeditious principles; that our envied, unexampled 
eſtabliſhment, both in Church and State, may never be 
again endangered! May we better underſtand and know 
ourh appineſs, and better practiſe our ſeveral duties ! To 
this end may we cultivate above. every other object a due 
ſenſe of religion, and a practical obſervance of thoſe golden 
precepts, which were. promulgated to the world by the 
mouth of him“ who ſpake as never man ſpake, the 
divine and adorable Jeſus. A 

A perfection of obedience towards God | (fo far as this 4s 
conſiſtent with our natural corruptions and infirmities) 
univerſally prevailing amongſt us, implies in its notion ſuch 
integrity of moral conduct in the members of ſociety, that 
it would infallibly produce a perfection of ſoc:a/ happineſs : 
it would baniſh the ill ſpirit of ambition—it would check 
the outrage of diſcontented faction it would ſheath on the 
one hand the ſword of granny, and extinguiſh on the other 
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hand the fame of rebellion ! It would cheriſh, in a word, 
and effectually promote the growth of all thoſe Chriſtian 
charities and virtues which are ſo intimately connected with 
the duties, and ſo highly eſſential to the intereſts of civil 
life. So certain is it, and beyond all diſpute, that Peace 
and Happineſs, Loyalty and Religion, Civil Order and 
Chriſtian Piety, are naturally and properly united. God 
Almighty diſpoſe our hearts ever to preſerve the union of 
theſe near and fit companions (more eſpecially as we are 
now circumſtanced) by banourmg the beſt of earthly Kings, 
and fearing the King of Heaven! May he ſo direct and in- 
fluence the people of this land, whether thoſe who ſhall 
be placed above us (for the exerciſe of his Miniſtry, as 
well Temporal as Spiritual, for the Adminiſtration of our 
Laws, as well Human as Divine) or thoſe whoſe lower 
ſtations and ſubordinate. ranks in life may ' induce leſs 
arduous, perhaps nt 4% important dutics May he ſo 
direct and influence all orders and degrees amongſt us, the 
Rulers and the ruled, with a true love of Holineſs, Integrity, 
and Juſtice, Sobriety, Honeſty, and all Chriſtian Virtue, , 
that each, in his reſpective ſphere, may keep ſtedfaſtly in 
view the honour of God, and the good of all mankind, in 
compliance with thoſe incomparable rules which that God. 
himſelf hath taught us. Poſſeſſing, as we do, an unrivalled 
ſyſtem of civil and ſacred inſtitutions to ſecure true and 
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rational Liberty, to maintain juſt Government, and to in- 
culcate pure Religion, may this nation be rendered, through 
the loyalty and piety of its inhabitants (as the Prophet 
Jeremiah fo powerfully deſcribes Jeruſalem) * the Per- 
<< fection of Beauty, and the Joy of the whole Earth!“ 
Jerem. Lament. ii. 15. 

5 | | 
Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft (all 
Glorious and ever Bleſſed Trinity) be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due from every thing that hath breath and being, all 
honour, and glory, praiſe, thankſgiving, and obedience, 
now, henceforth, and for evermore—Amen ! 


FINIS. 


